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EH e ¥ditor:~ Terry Jeeves. Status Box

230 Bannerdale Road _ Ta%e
QUARTERLY Sheffield 51 OFE  SB....  3S5ise
[N NN N [ XA X N K |

RATES, U.S.A. £2.00 for 3 issues.
UJX. Loc on this issue plus 25p in

stanps.
No.73 dJanuary 1931 Rlsewsiere, LOC, trade or whatever
PO S BRG  QUARTERLY %9 ¥ ESTABLISHED 1959 @x¥) 22 years old ¥

Greotings TRGhods,

First, a note about subs. The status box tells you 1if
you'tre OK Tor ERG 74...or if you had better take actione. Sorry, but I
simply nust cull the dead wood and send ERG only to those interested
encugh to respond. Paper,postage,ink and stencils cost roheye.

iy First Fandom sponsored trip report starts in this
jssucs.too long for onc issuc and I have neither tine, nor noncy to issue
both ERG and a one-shot. Howcver, I will be compiling a linmited issue of
a1l the parts (two or threc depending on how it goes)s Therc will only be
50 of these..so if you want one, watch for the price anunouncements.and if
you want to put your nanc on the order listess.iention it in your LOC,

ERGtape Noe1 is now ready. This is a C-60 cassette of
all sorts of things...items from early issues of ERG, rusic, soundés, and
all other types of trivia which caught ny fancy at the tine of compiling
the tapes So far, two have gones.if you went a copy, scnd £2,00 to cover
cost of cassetto, dubbing, post and packing. If this onc &-~es down well,
there will be nore...be warnedd If you have never heard YBatula'..the
OHMPACON tape play which never got off the ground...the only part to get
vocordod is here...plus Nartaz, Versc by tManilla Hemp', 'Streak Moron's
#Journoy Into Void" and other items fromn the NBG Very Low Fldelity Studio.
Stateside readers can get the tape for F5.00 eevarsnssorder NOW,

S.0.5. Bernard Earp, 21 loorfield Grove, Tonge loor,
Bolton, Lancs is hoping to go Stateside fairly soom. He would like to
contact fans..or fan groups in the Fort Yorth area. I'd appreciate your
passing his address along to any such pcoples.so would Bernard,

1,08 AIGELES in '83....0r even %82, Val and I enjoyed
our Boston trip so nuch we hope to visit all you good people on the other
coast as soon as we can raise the cash. Bruce Pelza..do you hear ? ..and
FOPTY oseand,s.heck all you nice guys out that way (yes, I include Bob
Bloch and Dob Tucker). Tecll MacDenald's to put me a 'Big Hac'! on icec.

The Lensman livesas..cr, well naybe, Browsing through
ny %riterdt ond Artists' Yearbook, what did I scc bute.."LINSMEN LTD.'
0K, so it turmed out to be a photographic agency..but what nade 'en pick
that noame ? While on fariish firms, remember Eric Bentcliffe's fonzine?
Bell, there's a local Shefiicld firn called "WALDO'.

Finally, ¥'m still interested in trade deals for old pulps,
SF, acronsikiics etc. Or new magazines (i.es up to five years old) on
SF, aeronautics,spacc yravel,popular science, clectronics modelling etce
Drop re a line and let me know what yon haves

Happy 1981‘Terry.
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¢+ - The whole thing started in thie sumuer of
77 when Dave Kyle phoned me frem the .0
Midwestcon to ask if ¥ would be Firs%®
Fandom's Quest at the Florida Suncon.

: an Once convinced that it wasn®t a hoax, I
gasped out *Yes please” or some such epic phrase, and began madking planse
Hardly had Davo rung off, than I bashed out, an application for a leave of
absenoe and mailed it off te the Sheffield Bducation Committees Thoy must
have thought mo bonkers, as it was only a couple of weeks since I had hacn
forced to oancel a contingency leave when Peter Roberts won Taff, Mot to-
worry, of such twisted threesds is life's rich tapestry made s

Next day, on my way home, I called in Cock's to book Ly £iighte.
That wos ‘sherc the trouble began, It scoms I was two days too lato %o book
for AP.X, A3C, or any othor alphabet soup of reduced fare, Wwhat about the
normal schoduled flight 2?9, I asked in my innocence., ''£299, sir' wos the
answor. At that thimo, the Fund had $200 and I had a flat zero in my bank
account hianlis to Bastercon, and the spanking new four-dooxr Kadet® Bpeaial
T had justashot the wad on. TLoker's cut price trip was often sugested,
but for mec it was a non starter. My departube dates and return dates ware
as imtable as the jolly old laws of the Mecdes and Persianse No roon {or
cash) thare for anys.."Sorry mage, full up. Go find a hotel and try again
tonmorrotfs

In the ond, we took a rain check, cancelled the idea of gotting
me to Suncon and workcd on the 78 Iguanacon...so again I wrote off to the.
Bducation Comaittce to canccl my leave of abscnce and ask that it be
taken out of moth balls in *?38.  Time passed, the First Fandom kiity grow
steadily ‘in the USA, and in the UK I shoved cvery spare penny into the
pigey bank, - Hapoaily, quite a lot of drawing work came uy way in that time
and I was ablo -fo put almost £300 quid into the kitty off umy own bat, aided
by a snoll legaey ‘of £50 and the sale of numerous books,

Along with the financial side, there was the problem of route
plannings The original iden had been to fly into Toronto and drive down to
Florida, then fly home from therc. This had to be scrapped with Vorldcon



Worldoon now way across on the Woest Coaste As it turned out, I could still
wave flown into Toronto and driven to LA, but I didn't find tids out until
too late, with my booking in for a direct flight to and from Los Angoloss

Bart of the difficulty comes from a simple fact of eduncntional
lifes I hal to be back in England four days after the end of HoTrlioonee eSO
tnert was mo chance of doing the usual Britisher's routine of pleking up
invites actually at the Cone My trip hinged on all my running sround beling
done’ ' prior to Labor Day., 1 put out various howls for assistance...ané that
good, Kind, generous and evor to be proised fan, BRUCE PELZ togk mo up on
the Tofe He plannmd an oxcellent itinerary..and made hoasting arangononts
whicl coyerad a large slice of Americon ronl-gptate, In brief, the schemo
an fivst onvisaged, wns to depart Manchestor, fly intec Los Angelos and spond
a wool ¥uora visiting around, Come the weekend, catch n plano to Pubonioon
in Albiquorque and after a wockeend of Amerfican style convention to warm ne
up, I would visit with tho 'Tagketts and then drive acrosa to Phoenix Tox
the Worldeon Ltself, Finally, after Worldeon, Bruce would transport ne
bagk to LA, and deposit my numbed ecarcase on the plane back to Manoiesters

Ah well, all plans must ba yarizble, Snap number ona oame when
T found theo MHanghester flights all bookud solide The only alternative wgs
to shift ny departure point to Gatwickeewhich in turn meant an overnight
gtoay in tho airport hotel to onsure being there in time for early morning
chegkein, KIITH FREEMAN very generously offeresd to put me ub at ‘liis homeo
and drive me down to Gatwick in ths morning..sno small offer that, whan you
think it would bo a close on two hour drdve in London's rush hour trafiiocs
T had to deciine his thoughtfulncss, as I thought that apart fron being a
chore for him, it would mean an carly rise and’ an extra two hours travel on
top of a long plane flightessresult, £30 more on the bill for traln to
Gatwiel: and & night in the hoteles.gad, the expense !

Then of course, the BTJ rights to full movie coverage had to be
seoured, This meant loading up with some £30 worth of 8mm eine film i
order to ensure tdat no aspect of this once—inea=1ifetime trip would be
lost to posteritye Once the trip is over, this will be edited into &
marathon longwplaying {30 minutes) epiec, sound added, and the whole thing
consipnod to the family arehives, and brought out to agonise unwary gudstis,
On the other hand, if ahy convention committee became degperate anough, I
could always be coerced into bringing it along to £i11 a gap in the day's
pansls and speechess

T needn®t have worried about any. of it...only %en days before
geparture time, Val wés rushed into hospital., Naturally, I cancelled the
trip and put everything into cold storages The next Borldcon was in Brighton
in 1979, so the Stateside trip remained on f1ee until 1980, This also marked
the year I ratired from teachings.sc with & Golden Handshake, and Val saving
1ike msd, it meant that we could both get to Noreascon in Dostons

Tt was at this point that Lynn Hickman and Michasd A Banks got
togother and planned an jtinerary. Hot only was it ) AP
geared to ny own particular tastes, but it took in o El?
a lovely largc slice of the U.S.A, plus many of the
people I wanted to meetaeee ™
i (R
veesennd eventually, the great day dawnods
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. *- Aecording to Confucius, a
--QE; . s e journey of a thousand uiles begins
= ACJS?()Iiu ” with but a stepe. In our case, the
itk i . gdistance was nearer 7,000 niles,
Tea Party but one small step was enough to
e start it off, Admittedly, we had
Part u | 5 bk A - to tack on a few more to get us
out to the car, but otherwise the
old boy had got his suns right.

N Having had experience of
the current (permanent ?) state

r\ of the nalevolently cone-s*ufded

! Me1le blocked at strategic

intervals by cryptic 'Men YWorking'

signe designed to slow traffic so

that no undue noise would disturb

s the road crews' slumbers, we opted

for a scenic run down the centre

of the country.

We travelled through the
sleepy village of Bakewell before the dew was off the famous tarts (edible
variety]sthen on through Ashbournc home of an ukbelievable mass scranble
along a nmuddy strean which they called a football game, and on to Sudbury.
Sudbury is the Stately Home of soneboctepr=cther, Ye usually call in when
passing because of the free car park and nice toilets. Then on to Lichfield
and a glimpse of the Cathedral. The Birminghan Exhibition Centre (Universe
Con Site ?) and on to ocur first coffee stope. Our new Kadett does 40+ to a
gallon; but Val needs regnlar flight-refuelling with coffee, Wext. pause was
for lunch in Leaningjton followed by coffee in Lenilworth and then drinks in
Deddington {(tea this tine..but I wanted to preserve the alliteration). Ve
skirted Oxford finally reaching the outskirts of Reading around 3pne. Finding
an unvandalised telephone (bobbDing for a place in the Guinness Book of
necords) we alerted Koith Frecman to our imuinent arrdival before taking the
Freemon Patent Applied for route to his hone. It worked beautifully and we
dead-~heated with Keith at Iris front gate who had genercusly taken tine off
work to open up the house for us,

Much nattering ensured, Keith showed us round his domain which he
an Wendy are in the process of renovalinga. Talk about ostentation..fancy a
bloke who has THO studies) Sheer two-upnanship I call i%,  gGeveral gallons
of tea later, Keith ferried uc off te collect Wendy, lockins renarkably fit
and fresh after 11 hours work. We then nadc rendezvous with expatriate
Ame?ican, Florence Russell putside an Italian restaurant. However, Florence
a;rlved fron the opposite direction and failed to see the aireraft-carrier
sized space we were standing by, and began to see~saw her giant jalopy inte
a space only about six inches longer than her car, Ve semaphored madly and
she then had to wangle out again to nove to the easier spot.
. ]
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iJith Florence's behemoth safely berthed alongside the restaurant,
we sallied into the interior. Our plan had been to host Keith and "ends. as
sote small return for thei» hospitality..lo Yay} Keith flatly refused to
entertain the idea..or even to go Dutch. He and 'lendy insisted that this
was their gift to us to start the trip off in finc style. It was a wonderful
evenings.and lasted until around midnight.

Next morning brought even more thoughtful hospitaloty. Our hosts
loft us in bed and departed for work,.but Keith returacd around 11 an to
cook us & Lunch before ferrying us down to catch the Alrport Coach to
Heathrow. (he also reversed the procedure cn our return,) Our heartfelt
tnanks Keith and Wendy.,you rcally nade the hardest part of the journey into
a real pleagire).

Once at Heathrow, we checked in, confirmed out non-suoling seats in
the 747 and wandered round the departure lounge adniring the goodics on sales
Normally, by this time I would be all agog to hcad off into the wide hlue
yonder,..but this $.me I couldn't really believe it was going to happens Too
many things had gobe wrong along the way and sonething nasty was sure to be
Turking behind the Custom's shed. Probably God was just waiting to tap ne
on the shoulder and say, "Caught you..your visa's out-dated. Do not pass Go,
do not collect £200!

Incredibly, He didn't, Our flight worked its way up the departure
woard without snafus or postponements...other than the pleasures of watching

the experienced and debonair airline pilots as
they strolled to and fro in their pretty uniforns
with important documents clasped beneath their
arns. That sort of thing inspires confidence.

Finally, we began the airport shuffle. Thati
Chinese~boxwpuzzle which involves you in grabbing
all your worldly goods (in one locker-sized bagl
and jostling your way out of a comfortable seat,
through a narrow barrier..and into a smaller more
cranped lounges.ss»sit for ten minutes then #othe
sane again..and again, Your passpert is scrutine
ised for pravy stains, your visage inspected for
pinples, your bagrage is X~rayed, rumnaged through
and tickets are given to you by one bloke and
vouchers taken away by another, These staging-
posts are all part of the happy cheerful way in
 which British Airways takes pood care of youUe.or
how any other Airline does it for that mattere ' Rumonr nas it that people
have becn lost and died of old age while threading these mozes, Haprily
our only hazard was a young mother hosting two SCREAMING childrens Never
in the field of human conflict has :
so muech noise been nade by so few
square inches of lung tissue.

They worked in relays..while A
sucked in tiore-air, B would howl
like a banshee., When x fizzled out
- would take overs Strzugely once
aboard the Jumbo, they shut up.
Either through heart failure or
pocisoned by the stewardess, -
Anyway, we finally fought our way



hospitality..No

aboard the overcrowded coach bearing us to the 'plane., lthy Heothwow still.
uses this antigquated systen I have no idea. At 3oston's Lanan Fnd Detroit's
airport, onc¢ walked aboard via 'fingers' directu frou the final @cparture
loungese Oh well, at least the Torrible Twins left us to fly in pecaces I
had been planning into coaxin; then to go and play cutssJe once we got
airbornes .

As the aircraft taxicd out, we vere entertained by the air
hestessss who gave us a pantomdned crash and ditching dril to the background
of a taped cobientary. I gather that in o disaster, one pulls the scat over
the head, inflates & lac West lifejacket fron an oxygen tube in t@c roof and
then junps out of the window after renhoving sheces ané tie, Then it was1fags
out, seat belts fastened and the 747 began its take-off roll. I manzged to
get wost of this on cine film, up to and :
during rotation and beconing airbornec.

as the tarnac dropped away and the whecle
thumped up, I really began to believe it
I VAS ON MY WAY TO AMBRICA! 3

On the cliiib out, we broke
through the cloud layer and eased along
above a blanket of fleecy white. Only
occasional glinpses of the ground %0,000
feet below reninded uz of any connection
with reality., That last link fell away
as we headed over Southern Ireland heaced
for the Atlantic. Lonking down, I felt - i

it a great pity that the toilet didn't have bonb releasc togglese..but I
uged it on principle as ny salute to Ireland.

Ten ninutes later we werce noshing afternocn tea, Scones, butter,
jan, salmon sandwich, tea and biscrits., Then around 9-15 we dined on
chicken, potatoes, beans, apple pie, crean, pate and crackers plus roll and
buttennd coffee to wash it down, British Airways certainly took good care
of us. OQutside, it was still daylight as we were chasing the sun., Landfall
over Mewfoundland, looking pgreen, sunny and inviting, then down the coast
to Boston to set down at Logan Airport at 6-4Cprm local tine. Our bagrage
finally appeared on the carousel (why does ny case 2lways corie down last?)
and we sountered to Customs., f'liny TFood to declare 2?0 I suspect someoune
nust have been snugiling in Bils sandwiches. !""No, only sorme packets cf teaft,
Honest, we did take sone glft mcks of the stuff,.but the Custon's man, gun-
toting and ITacking in humour didn't like the idea of Lineys bringing tea to
Bostone and gave us a sour lock before passing us through.

Out through the door into the concourse anid a walting crowd.
There was a faniliar face (faniliar thanks to a photo I carried)., Hal
Clenent had taken tine off fror Mesklin and donned his Harry St+%: « mersaona
to cone and neet us. He ferried us through Boston's sleasiest Chirnatown
area and headoed for the Sheraton, It was just like a scene fronm Starsky and
Hutch. DBeat-up cars everywhere, strect loungers, garbage cans, strip-tease
shows and bars all around. lHarry finally got us to the Sheraton, but on
the opposite side of the road. Thanks to the onc-way systen, this neant a
ten ninutes tour of the back streets before we could get back to the hotels
Herry helped us in with the bags, after renewing his very kind offer to put
us up at his horie for the week. 'le declined, as the hotel was booked and he
had a full week of engagencentse..but it was still a very generocus offer, %e
checked in at the desk, and before we could really thank hin, Harry had
vanished inte the night. So herewith thanks again Hal/Harry and I hope you



like the B=24 tie clip fron the U.S,ierospace Museun in Dayton.

We had a minor hassle at the reception desk before they found our
reservations..then to our great delight we discovered that instead of the g0
double for the weck prior to the Con, which we had expected to pay, they
were only charging the special Con rate of g49 for the whole of our stay.
(That of course, is per nighte.so don't: rush out to book in at the Sheraton)
This also neant that Val could keep the double room for the duration of our
stay, instead of novirg into a single whilst I was away in Detroit and
Cincinnati. ; -

Collecting our keys, we set aff in sgscarch of roon 2357. Not 2as
casy as it secnus, as the Sheraton boasts two towers (sec heading illo) with
one tower havinr, 6 clevators to serve its 29 floors with roons 1 to 50« The
newer building, holding our roon, had 4 elevators and roon 51 to 99. The
newer elevators were craftily hidden out of sight past a cocktail lounge,
the Polynesian 'Kon-Tiki Ports! Hestaurant and a couple of shops. I asked
a possing bell hop where the 1ifts were. Blank anazerients.until I re=phrased
ny guery to call 'em clevators. Multilingual we Jeeves. The delay ncant
that we dead-heated with the hell hop pushing a trolley bearing out bags, so
we found the Toon without bother, slipped,hin a couple of dollars and went
to see what sort of view we had got. ((Icidentally, that two tower systeu
eant a lot of needless overuse of elevators...pecple in our Power had to
travel down own building then up the cther for nost events and parties..and
then reversc the procedure when returning., This neant double work for the
rachinery..which began to protest by having nerveus breakdownse One arrived
for Nee.l got in. pressed 'Ground! and had the doors open and shut cver and
over, Dy the end of the weekend, several other elevators had developed the
saric synptoneu )

Our rwoort on the 23%rd floor had air conditioning (you could open
and shut the window), two double beds, multi channel TV, bathroon, shower
and toilet. Just along the corridor wans a drinks nmachine and a free ice=-
rmakers Turther afield, on the 5th floor, was the swiuing pool, couplete
with sunbathing area and Jacussi puvols For the uninitiated, this is a warn
water pool with sunken seating and bubbling jets of warn water circulating
arcund ycus. On our first trip there, we encountered Ld’ie and Marsha Jones
just Isaving, so we had a good natter before diving in.

Another advantage of having a Worldeon in Boston lies in the fact
that Val is a Christian Scientist..ané Beston is where her Mother Church is
locateds Looking out of our roeofi window, we had a superb view of the whole
Church conplex just across the rcadesand beyond it, the Charles River on its
way to the sca, The whole area is nart of a land reclamation project, and
the cover c¢f this issue of ERG shows a general sketch of the Church Plaza,
the Reflecting Pocl, Administration Building on the right, the tall tower
left centre, is the Prudential Tower from the 50th fllor of which we got a
rarvellous view all over Boston (including the baseball #tafdum where the
Boston Red Sox play). On the extreme left is one of the Sheraton Towers, and
the window marked in blaclt indicates our room.

We wandered arcund the hotel complex uatil around 11pri Local
time..which for us was 4am. TFilve minutes after we turned in for the night,
the 'phone rang. It was Ron S8alonen welcoming us to Boston. Iater we had
the pleasure of dining with him and his wother when with typical American
generousity, they showered us with presents..ingluding a Boston Red Sox
baseball hat..which we both covet and argue over who shall wear it, Many
thanks: to both of ycu...it was just like coming horme again,.



Saturday ncwoing saw us up at 8am. for a leisurely stroll through the local
arcade and Prudential Conplex. We breakfasted in a local esatery, one gf
the Brighams chain. Our meal consisted of := Home Fries (fractioned chips),
2 emge, bacony toasts jelly and butter (all served on one plate) plus fwo
cups of coffee and eream. Total cost, 92,15, or about 91p eachs 'e liked
the place so much ‘that we ate there most of the time.

After Breakfast, we rubbernecked a bit nore, visiting Val’s church
and the famouse 'lapparium Room', FPicture a huge
globe of the YWorld, 30ft in diameter, with seas, GE
continents, longitude, latitude, time zones ////
etc, all done on stained glass and then ’
illuminated,..but done on the INSIDE of that [/
giant ball, Then pierce the globe with a
walkway cunningly placed so that a persén of
average height will have their head alwost
exactly at the centre of that sphere as they
walk through. The view is spectacular, but it
isn't until you pass through that centre spot
that you experience the weirdest effect, Suddenly,
all the whispered comments of those around you, are reflected back and
concentrated clearly on your head so that cach person scois to be speaking
to youl I reclkon it musv be the next thing to telepathy.

m il

tJo also ot+i=ved an anti-British demonstration picketing against the
use of Dritish troops in Ireland. I felt like telling them a few hone
truths, but resisted the temptaion and we strolled on to sec the John
Hancock Tower...a skyscraper faced entirely with mirror glass so that it
reflocted views of all around, including the tiny old Trinity Church, The
Hancock Tower incidentally, had all that pglass insured with Loyd's ot
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Londone. .$600 a panessznd it all had to be replaced when wind flexure caused

it to shatter., Hapwily, it survived our inspection.
.—-—"/ o
T/ \§ﬁ' Leaving the Hotel area, we plunged into the hot
| S = | darlk bowels of Boston and invested 50c cach to bay
B 7avASR: tokens from a prisoner in a grilled cage. Turning
e R W round, we then.deposited these symbols of our wish
d+d 0 to travel on the Underground. . cagle=cyed guard
: : watched to ensure we didntt deposit butions or old
f'““f'i\_ Convention badges in errore. The rise was hot and
Rk sticky (Boston's daily temperature averaged 85+
P during our stay...later, when in Cleveland, it was
bl up to 96°&1) but mercifully short, and we decanped
at Boston Comnon station, mooched around the bevy
dl ~ of candy, fruit and toy vendors, then plunged into
M | the maze of streets leading to Fancull Markets

' Spotting o Brighams, we went in for lunch. It
was served to us by a friendly, checrful, but

A - wtterly dreamy 'Brenda'...we ordered @ salad each
% if * ~ and a 'Five PMlavor Sampler' of ice crean, .Srenda brought
By ST Fiyst, 5o We were able to watea the concoction slowly melt
as we consunmcd sa.e., coffee and cream. It was delicious when wo finally
got to ite

s Lot

-

Lunch eut of the way, we threaded the back streets. TFlower-
;kildren mingled with skoppers and kibitzers gawked at buskers and saffron-
mobed 'Bud’hists' while serene above it all, an arned, visored of ficer of
#he law sat astride his horse and surveyed his imanor!. He went down on
cine fijin, along with a elown doing a balancing act on a stack of chairs.



10
Wandering on, we enriched ourselves by a visit to the Fine Art

Museum, photographed the State House and took in a nulti-slide media show
presenting Boston. Next came a stroll around Faneuil larket itself, full
of booths, stalls and cafes, ice cream cones, fresh sea food and a lively
hustly bustly atmosphere. Great stuff, we lapped it upesand hope to go
back for more scrne happy daye

Then it as back into the Dante's Inferno of the Underground.
Rush hour, so everyone in Boston was there, but we managed to get in on
the t op layer of one truck and arrived back at the Sheraton, neatly sicante
cooked and ready for servinge. A quick shower then off to search for an
gvening catery., This time we chose the hotelts 'Kon Tiki Ports' restaurant,
Addicts of 'Hawaii Five-O! will be able to envisage the place when I say
that it was Polynesian in style and decore For the nninitiatad..read ons

The gateway of the Kon Tiki Ports is guarded (as with most auch

Jmerican restaurants) by & sign saying, "Please wait herc for oscorte A
civilised practice as it prevents two parties meking a mad, frantic rush
rush, followed by a mini battle, for the last available table. We waited
for our escorte.it must have been all of ten seconds..before she arrived.
Hoo boy, o gentle-voiced black haired and cleong sam (with a very long
s1it) clad young ladyesshc needn't have said, “Pleasc follow ne'.,I had
all ready started running on #hc spot, She led us over a bamboo bridge
above a pool of golden fish and into the dimly-lit interior which loocked
1ike the set for a South Sea Island epics

Brushing aside tropical palms, the odc
stuffed nacaw, and dodging the lianas and
paln fronds, our escort led us to a table
shadowed by a statue of a multi-armed
deity. (I suspect they got their cultures
in a bit of a stew, but 'who is likely to
complain about that in such circuustances?

“rornbw ME”

Once seated in @& superb corner table
with a wonderful view of thc decor..and
the assorted cheong-sans, a cunning young
Oriental served us ico water and a huge
chunkk of carved ivory which turncd out to
be: the menue As you right expect in such
an exotic placc..an exotice range of
dishes, e finally settled for the "Kon
ki Kau-Kau, followed by Beef Hong Kong
and Bhrinp Luau, Dish after dish was
ferriod in by nore wily Orientals and
we waded in with gusto (anocther Oripntal
who happened to cowme in)s This sort of
meal isn't normalliy part of the Jeeves!
social nileu, but thanks to nunercus
Hollywond and TV epies, we knew exactly what it was all about,.although
I must adnit we were a bit fixed at tines as to which dishes required use
of a fork, and which nermally got haondled by fingers. A superb wmeal and
costing, with tip, less than 40,00 for the two of us.

Stagrering out under the leoad of food, I then tricd ringing Logan
airport to check on ny next norning's flight to Detroits. Very ecfficient
phonc systenl they havee..cach of the numbers I dial ..Logan Enquiries,
British Airways or whatever, was handled by an answering machine which
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persisted in givirng me nothing but a string of cormercialse
Several dines later (they don't secn to have a fecdback systen), I got
through to a human beinges.quite an unusual experience. Anyway, Ones over
the shock I gqueried gently... !'Any change in flight tining for Anerican
airlines AA 319 for Detroit at 17~30an tonorrow?” «.pauses.'That went
this morning, buddy." '"Well Ifve got a2 ticket for tororro.te Flight 319."
..further pause,. "Oh, 319 goes to Chicago." Quelling iy ineipient heart
attack by sheer will power, I tried again.. "ell, 1 have & Li.cket onm 319
to Detroita." Iy distont friond consuBted his coumputer once nguig.--"Oh
yes, there's becn a sked chengeesyou’re on 361, at 12-50. Gate 26, I
thanked the nice man and rang offe. The hardencd traveller gots used to
such minor contreterips..one d¢ay, I nay get used to then nysell, Anyway,
it gave rec 2 little longer in Boston..so we took a-coach trip out to .
vaxtngton and Concord which are fanous for all sorts of things. The guide
informed us that, ",., This is where the Anericans liclked the yants off
those Lincys"....lis face was a treat %o scc when he realised we WETrEe
Britishes We also vieited Harvard University -wapus, and squeezed in a
trip to the top cf the Prudential Tower which gave a nagnificent view over

T 1 o . . . o
Boston., Then of coursc, the airport limousine failed to arrive, S¢ I

caught a taxi out to Logan, wiere, afier a quick cup of coffee I headed
thringh the sccutiry check-out., My luggage went through OK, but as soon
as I -stepped through the body-search netal detcutor, bells rang like cI'aiye
Sccerity guards linbered upj one would-be Wyatt Earp practiced his fast
draw and another happily jangled his handcuffs. T was anazed too, as I

had walked blithely through at Henmthrow without even raising a tinklee.

Miould you nind putting your cocins and other netal objects in
herc sir?" asked Wyatt Barp, handing ne a plastic trayes I did so, then
adied uy pen knife and key ring. Sniling nonchakantly, I again stepped
through the hoop. A~gain the bells rang and the cordon closed ine "Your
watch sir 22" hazarded the guard. Jesitantly I removed ny netal=strapped
97 function LED electronic wonder. This tine, succesSsS. I was able To
cavort benecath the capacity-detector with impunity. Sadly my walting band
of Gerlen dispersed and I was permitted to refurbish nyself with things of
netal and procecd along to the plane.

Flight 581 tock off on time, but there was no rcal sweat about
it, as I had taken the precaution of ringing Lynn Hickman anc telling hin
of 1y new arrival tines i light but filling lunch was served or *he
flight as we overflew Niagara Falls, and then we let down into Fwrroit's
Metro Airport, narrowly nissing a eivilian Learjet on its climb out. Since
T was on an internal flight and with no carocusel lugpage to collect, 1 was
one of tho first outs There was the happy sniling face of Lynn lickrnan,

We had corresponded for years (How nany Lynn)a..and nearly net scveral tines
befores.but herc it was all come trues Por the first tine, I really begon
to feel that this was going to be a trip to reneriber, Along with Lynn was
long~tice fan and publisher Howard Devores Chattering wapteen to the
minute we strolled aleng to the bar for a couple of quickies, (Lynn never
roes anywhere without a couple of fast beers to prevent dehydration). There
we mot ST writer T.L.Sherred ('E For Effort, etc), his charning ar’ lovely
wife, Mary Lou, and Caughter Decna. Several beers later, they &<ved on
to catch their plane to Bostons Lynn, Howard and I c¢linbed into Lynn's

car and headed for Wausoone.pausing on the way to inspect Howard's huge
wiiv nagnzine dollection, three litho nachines and something like thirty
typewriterss sl kid you NOT§  Neturally, they filled hoidise and garago, with
the cars consigned to the driveways Definitely a trufan,
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Mhen it was back to

Vauseon after skirting
Toledo. We downed 4 couple
of hamburgers then headed
for a dowatown pool hall
which Lynn, in his kindness
of heart, kept out cf the
bankruptey courts, purely
by his own custoile |

tithough it was sunny
ocutside, within its tightly-
shuttered gloort, a band of
stalwarts boozed and talked
to the background blare of
a juke boxe Typically
Starsky & Hutch country, with
a lady bartender, and a pool table where gladiators vied for vast anouants
of tloney at 25c¢ a go. Naturally,'w..ad a few beers..and equally rnaturally,
Lynn taught ne how to play pocl. in ny younger Jdays, I had been an avid
snocker and billards sharke.but annc domini has intervencd,.since then the
pockets (even nn the inerican tables) sectt smaller, the balls larger, and
the balis a bit hazier round the edges, In other words, I played lousily.
This didn't really natter, as I never got much of a chance fo play shots 2as
not only werc we playing foursone..but the otuer three, including Lynn were
expert players an? knew every bunp, rip and slope of the table., Stiil I
had fune..and I gathercd that Limeys were rare birds both in tauseone.and
in the pool hall, Tt was a place of free speech, great fun and nuch
arcuntenta.ssand has become yet another place I nmust revisit..preferadly
after gotting in a2 lot of practices I enjoyed every ninute of it Lynn.

Bach to Lynn's houme to drink beer, chew tae fat, and inspect an even
bigrer aiy®s of pulp nagazines..no svonder such things have gone off the
narket with people like Lynn and Howard cornering the lot. My hedroou was
hidcen away at the end of one of the narrow, nurky corridors which wound
their ways through the caverns of pulp literaturces.I bet the writer of
My Brother u we. ~v" had been a pulp adrict.

Gary Zacharidge arrived and set to work to
dismantle and repair a niniature casselte
recorder that Lynn's son had scguired in
trades..possibly for half a hundred of Lyrn's
pulps. I don't think he'd have nissed ..
such a #%1all nunber. At one point, we went
round to the newspaper of fice where Lynn's

wife workse I got a conducted tour and an
introduction to .sone glatorous young lacies,

fround nidnight, we made a further safari
into the wilds of YWausecon, this time to
collect Ray Beant and wife who had managed to
get lost on their way to Ottokee St. dgain
—_— - 2 we nattered and dranlk beer, so that it was
around 2-30 &, bhefore I, finally tore myself away fron the convivial band
and plunge? into the labyrinth of pulp tunnels in scarch of ny roomn.

(TO BE CONTIYUED s« 4o oIl ERG 74, April 1980evso don't niss it)
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lere are the results of my delvings inté the Analytical Laboratory
Lo establish which stories received the most popular votes. (gee ERG 71 for
the mest popular authors.) It's iimpossible to sayewhich stormeg were the
most popular because there im no correlation in voting between issuess As a
result a story may receive a plwnomenally high vote simpl# because all other
stories in that issue were lousy. Similarly a noted classic may have had to
scontend with other noted classios so that it received a lower vote than one
would otherwise expects

There were other problems. In fact, I decided it fairer to segreg-
ate the listings into serialised novels, stories intdssues without serials
and stories in issues with serials, The most accurate of these would be the
gerial vote because it took into account more stories = especially if the
serial ran for four or more issucse So let's run off the top ten serials
from January 1941 to January 1977.

1« The 'orld of Null-A A.E. van Vort .17 (3
2. Call Him Dead Tric Frank Russell 1267 (3)
3« The Yeapon Makers AL,E, van Vogt 14297 (3)
o+ Judgement Night C.L, Hoore ME5 T (2)
5. sse And Searching Mind Jack Williamson des7n (39
6« The World Menders Loyd Diggle Jrsd I8 Ties)
7o Methuselah's Children Robert A. Heinlein 1,40 (3)
84 Gather, Darknessl! Fritz Leiber Jr. [ . )
9y Sleeping Pranet t1illiam R, Durkeyy 1.40  (3)
10+ Double Star Robert A. Heinlein T2  (3)

If you're interested in the other placings, you'll have to buy the
COMPLETE IMDEX TO ASE which will be published in the United Stales by
Robhert Weinberpg very shortly. There I list the top 50 novelse

The short stories posed many problens since they were more prone
to the number of stories in the issue, If & story received a hear perfect
1.00 score in an issue with ninc stories, that ik a more considerable
achievement than if there had only becen threec stories in the issue. To
gvercome this I used a variant of the forraula adopted by William Bainbridge
in his article in the Jenuary 1980 dnalog to give a comuutcd scores. I also
separated stories in issues with & serial from those without to give the
former a fairer showing, The following lists show both the An Lab score and
the §om uted Rcores The one problem was Kutimerts "Mimsy Were the Borogoves'
which was given first place in the issue, but no score. It meant however
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that it beat into second place an episode of van
scored 1,20 itsclf, so that whatovur sccreo youl ac
difference to the final placingse

Vogt's '‘Yfeapon Makers! which
cord "Minsye.'' nakes no

(a) Issues With a Sewial

4, MIMSY UERE THE BOROGOVES
2, THE BIG RAIN
%, THERE SHALL BE DARKNESS
v, THE MECHANICAL MICE
5, THE GREAT EIGINE
6. OPENING DOORS
7. MONUIENT
« AESOP
9, IN HIDING

10, HOBBYIST

(r)} Issues without a Serial

1. BRIDLE AND SADDLE

2+ NERVES

3o WALDO

%, UNIVERSE

5. HUISANCE VALUE

6. THE UEAPOH SHOP

7o A MAPTER OF SPEED

8. THE HERCEN/RY

Ge MBEIAMORPHOSITE

10, DDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

A-OL. C.S [ ]
Lewis Padgett (1.00) 166,67
Poul Anderson 1433 221,67
¢.L, Moore T466 237,
Maurice G, Hugi T.90 237450
A.E. van Vagt 1,70 242,86
Loyd Biggle Jrae, 1453 255,00
glifford D, Simak 153 255,00
Wilmar H. Shiras 1.54 256467
Eric¢ Frank Russell 1.81 258,57
Taaac Asinav 1,415 115,00
Lester del Rey 7,00 142.86
Anson MacDonald 1410 157 . 14
Robert A. Heinledin 1430 162,50
Bric Frank Russell 1470 183,33
AeEe van Vogt 150 187,50
Harry 'Dates 1.66 207,50
Jerry Pournelle 1,53 218,57
Eric Frank Russell 1¢32 220,00
YWinston P. Sanders 1.37 228433

Notice anything missing?

'There is Nightfall®™, Hall of Fane classic and

reputedly the most popular of all stories,

Yell, it only received an finLab
3

vote of 2.45, being in an issue in contention with Heinlein's "Methuselah!s

Children' serial.
in the top 25 listed in my final analysisl

Its comiuted score was so low that it doesn't even feature

Mow a special bonus for ERGophiles,y The following list is exclusive to

FRG and does not appear in the Gonplete Index,

conparative inLab score for connected story

0 also attempted to show &
seriese This had its own set of

problens, and I restricted nyself to those series with sufficient stories to

give a reasonable comparisons. Since solle e
stories and serials, it neant 'sone jugglinge
gualified, and here they are.

riss consisted of both short
In the end, just ten series

1e Lord Darcy Randall Garrett 20125
2« Interplanetary Patrel  Christopher ,nvil 2167
3e Foundation Isaac .Lsinov 2.204
'ty Polesotechnic Leapue Poul Anderson 2241
5, MNidor Robert Rendall (Garret & Silverberg) 2.275
(< e <287 Clifford D. Siuak 2.424
7« Telzoy Janes 0 Schoitz 2.505
8« Venus Gguilateral George O. Smith 2,599
9. Philosophical Corps Lverett B. Cole 2,974
10« Doc Methuselah L, Ron Hubbard 3,309

Mike ..shley
2149400
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T was lats, as usuale. The plen had been to meet Lynn Hiclman and
Terry at the Neil Armstrong Alr & Space Museum in Vapakoneta, Ohioc at noon
on Tuesday. Terry and Val had flown into Boston on the previous riday,and
on Monday morning, Terry had embarked by air to Detroit on the first leg of
his Pirst-Fandom=-Sponsored Tour. A telephone call from Lynn and Terry the
night before had assured me that all was going well, and we would be meeting
on schedules Fines I went to bed early so as to get up in time Tuesday
morning and make the two-hour trip by nocy, accompanled by my son, Michaels
Naturally, I overslepte

Tt was 12+8) by the time we rolled into the Museun parking~lot.
No sign of Lynn's car, thoughe O0.K. we had an alternate mecting place set
upeesthe McDonald's next door. 0f course, I passed it and wasted 20 minutes
finding a turn round. Finally, I got into the parking-lot, but still no
sign of Lynn's carl Tever mind, just pop into the restaurant and they'll
be easy to spote ‘

How wrong I was. The place was packed and I saw not one familiar
face.s.though finally, I spotted the back of Lynn Hicknan's head and, there
on the other side of the table, cemera laden and incognito behind sunglasses,
that had to be Terry Jecves. It was, of com#:s Grectings all round, and
a quick snack and we were off to the United States Air Force Museum, Dayton,
to view in perticular a 2-24 preserved therein ({(I was on B-24 in the War,
with 356 SaGnaes«ToJ.0)s Lynu accompanied us, and Terry and I spent the
hour's drive getting acquainted, as even our 8 years af correspondence and
friendship was not quite the same as necting in persons The Alr Force
Museun was enjoyed by 211, and we left-- Lyn back to Wauseon and Terry and
I to Milford =~ all too soon.

T turned into a tour guide on the way back and we spent the
evening on a mini-tour of the area, arriving home after 2 nice dinner out
to try to pack a month's worth of talking into 1 evening. Terry began to
nod off about 10«30 (Can you blame hin?), and we called It 2 days

The next merning, it was out bright and early to fly noedel
rockets and catch them on film, particularly interesting, because nodel
rockets are banned in the UK. A great tine, but toc short, as we had to
depart to go to downtown Cineinnati in time to pick up a car, return and
pack, pick up the kids at their schools, and depart for Cleveland and Ben
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Jason's home on the first leg of the trip to Bostons...we were only an hour
and & half later than we'd planned in getting off.

A gquick stop on the way to pick up Betty Otto, navigator and co=
pilot on the trip, and we were finally off for reale We rolléd into Cleve-
land about 7«30 that evening, the trip lightenend by Terry's presence,
(mainly his guick wit and tales of British Fandon, to be sire)., Ben Jason
had been expecting us, and we feasted on fried chicken and enjoyed good
fannish company far later than we should havee.

Still, everyone was up and about in time to get us on the road only an
hour behind schedules. And, thanks to Ben's hospitality, which even extended
to cooking breakfast-- we departed in high spirits. A note here, by the way
for anyone in charge of finding accomnodation for such a large group, hire
Ben as & consultant, The ease with which he set up sleeping arrangements
for us all was incredibles (I alsc have teo pass along a special thanks here
to Terry for not stepping on me when he got up in the morninglesesalnost
forgot. A special thanks to Terry's wristwatch alarm for rousing us to =
7=note disco tune {sounds like science fiction diesn't it?)

A gruelling five hour drive later, we rolled into the parking area of
Niagara Falls, It must be noted for posterity that Terry'!s first nenark
was, "If they don't pay the Utility bill, do the Falls get turned off?"
The Falls alone, were worth the trip, as Terry will attest, but as usual, w-Jia
were behind time as we were due in Syracuse by Spn. Amazingly, Terry was
able to shoot 347 rolls of cine film ..the scenery demanded being put on
£iln, but I'Lll leave the details on that to Terry.

e had & problen, Dick Wilson was to meet us in Syracuse in 3 hours or
so, and it was a six-hour drives Not having a time nmachine or space warp to
hand (Terry apologised for leaving his at hone), we simply set out to drive
it as guickly as possidble. I drove 50 miles or so, rhen let c¢p~pilot Betiy
take over, =o as to relax, talk with Terry and Rosa, and referee the kid's
fights. Unbeknown to me, Betty had set a goal of reaching Syracuse by dark,
and stuck by it, braving New York police radar traps and traffic-snarling
dobble seni-trucks. We made it before dark, and eventually were net by Dick
Wilson and Carcl Pohl (lifetinme Members of the Ghood People Society) at a
pre-arranged site, only 3 hours latel

Tine enough for a gocd real and shopping for the next morning's
breskfast, before we were led %o Dick's cabin on Lake Oneida, where we once
again stayed up too late. WNext morning gave us enough tine to pack leisurely
end for re to take the kids out in a rowboat,.Terry filming all along. Ve
departed this pastoral setting, our standard one hour late and &£t in for the
final leg to Boston. We had an uneplanned nini-tour of downtown Albany when
I took a wrong turn after a lunch-andegas stop. Terry also created a bit of
a star when he filmed the inside of McDonald's..l suppose everycne thought
they were stars in an upconing conrerciall

Finally we entered Boston. Driving to the hotel was a bit of a noveliy
as Terry had been through the area with Hal Clement, the week before, so he
directed me! To continue would be a con report, but it must be said that
Terry was nuch in evidence throughout the con, more sc than most Anmerican fen,
I thinke I hope this counterpoint to his mccount has passed along the basic
feeling of it all «es and e2ll %% short, wonderful trek in the company of a
Trufan and friend, ' Michael A. Banks

Mike's latest book.. SCIENCE FICTION FOR HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS.. g9.20 from
Professional Publications..S3ilver Burdett Co. is now out..you will get it
(won't you?)
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Herewith a few brief notes on
soue of the better fanzires to
comte through the mailbox. If
" your 'zine is missinge.it is
more likely due to pressure of
. . space than to any lack of

;. quality...BRG isn't printed on
- % elastic paper.

IFPERCOM 10, M,Glusepye,
Via 3tarrabba 22

90126 Villagrazia (PA) ITaly
20p»,photo offmet. FEditorial,
’ conics, magazines, Lethters and

. filns, Looks good..if You can
¥ read Italiane Neecds larger
illos though,

SIKANDER.2 Irwin Hirsh,

279 Domain R4
South Yarra, Victoria 3143
iustraliae. 30 ninecod pages.
" Cover art only. Personal notes,
GUFT details (Jeeves For L™i. ¥)
: Mininal Yorldcon Report, Aussie
news, hurour on typewriters{good), & letters, Nice perzine..friendly..and
of coursess,. AUSTRALTIA IN 1383,

b . .
RULE %2 cppgs Hughes, Univ 0f Kecle, Kecle, Staffs, 14ppoffset., Nica cover,
no interior art. lews, comient, appreciation of Heinlein and deprecation
of Omni. Dook ancd Con news. Puzzle and Con Reports OShort but sweot,

MATNSTREAH 5 Sugzanne Tompkins & Jerry Kaufman 4326 Winslow Place lorth,

Seattle, Wi 98103, U.8.4i. H00 mimeo pages, lots of good art,
personal coument,sourdough recipes {(ugh), humour, and wmore- huiour, Ibxcellent
lettercol and Susie's UK Trip report, How they pack so nuch interest into
so oittle space is a wonder..why not try ite

THE LOOKING GLASS 18 Den Fulves, 25 Parkway, Montclair, N.J, 07042, USA

16 superbly produced pages (offset), excellent artwork,
review of 'EMPIRE!, books, Fiction Competition fAward Story,Verse, letters
and friz reviews. Top quality zine..tOc a throw,

TUE WHOLE FANZINE CATALOG 16 Drian & Brown, 16711 Burt Rd., 1i0.207,Detroit

Yich. 48219 ({&nd why didn't yru meet me at Detroit airport when
Tanded 7?)) 24, A5 pages cramned with details of just about every fanzune
to hii the mail boxes. Capsule coitients plus a load of COA'se. This is THE
best zine of its kind to keep you awarce of what's being published.

NIEKAS 23 E6 MHeskys RFD1 Dox 6%, Center Harbor, ¥H 03226, 60 pages of

variety, artworlk, comment, book and filri review, letters, sf natter
and very mucy etc. Its small type means you get even MORE in Miekas and 1t
is all good material striking a neat balance between the lighthearted and
the 8 & ce Very highly recom: .ended.

g e =222 Jeeded for the DBritish lMuseum (to keep me out of jaile.
a back issue of ERG...No 62 April 1978, If you can let me have a pood
clean copy..or even a tatty one, I'll extend y.ur sub by two issuess TJ,
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AUL SERRAUIZu U2lE  vhen a missing spacecraft is picked up on a course into
Alfred Dyer the Sun, its pilot, Weston Burns is ip coma and cannot be
Hale £5.25 roused, His body has been taumpered with by the alien Kare

Tung, but without his revivel, Earth cannot know what it
faces. Then Burns establishe¢# a mind~-link with Ann, a 13 year old cripple.
His mental powers increase with striking effect. Charactcrisatiop is g 3.,
plot development likewise with the author avoiding the standard 9llches yet
making the impossible sound credible as Ann and Yes work gut their lives and
the problem of the aliens, One of the most sotisfying psi-power novels to
come along in 2 lons whiles I thoroughly enjoyed ite.

SUNRBINLER The Star Harvard 1382 vanishing gives the first indication of
Jemes Corley the returning Thight Invaders. Judas Skull is snatched from
Hale £5.25 his trial for genocide to aid union between SPADE, RNVN, and
a few other alphabetical-soup, military factions. Aid ing Skull
is Wanda Doone, a girl who talks to (and gets directions from) her God.
A complicated satire on space opera which really needs a bit more humour
to hit its target. Cheerful, light entertainment describes this one.

s S S e e Originally three magazine n0v915| thia comple’be
Msrvin Kaye _¢ollection follows Adrian Fillimore's adventures after he
Hale 25,50 purchases a strange umbrella in a garage sale. It takes

him to adventure in worlds of Gilbert & Sullivan operettas,
the TLondon of Dickens and encounters with Dracula, Frankenstein's monster
a variant of Sherlock Holmes plus creatures from the Arabian IMights. All
the time, Adrisn is pursued by the marriage-hungry Ruth and the villainous
Persance A hilarious romp in the tradition of Harold O'Shea and cother
dimension travelling herces of the late lamented 'Unknown's If you enjoyed
those ‘anything goes' stories, you'll love this one

E R ¥ H=GA

THE _RAIS OF MEGAIBA 1 overcrowded, 1984-lile Britain, Clem Angus is sacked
Neville Kea from his genetic engineering position and immediastely hired
Hale £5.50 by alien Ankos Krau to complete doveloprnent of a silicon-based
1rat!' as a weopon against the Volspan onenies. Clem's work is hindered by
attenpts on his life, Volspan attacks and an escape of 'rats'. Then the

menace escalates and as the nienace cscalates, Clen's attitudes and position
do likewiso.

The alions are rather fcardboardy! but the yarn is fast-paced,
has a good background and holds the attention throughout. The 'rats?! in

partieular are spine-chilling creatures, but there are some nice touches of
hunour to balance their nenacce
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22—’:’@:@5:&‘20 Troy ericson {not a typd,e
Garet Chalmers all surnailes are writte:
Hale 25,50 that way in this novel}

is a heterosexual in a
world of homnosexuals and Lesbilans. He i
sentenced %o hard labour in the ssuors
but finds and Jeins a hedonistic,anythi:
goes, society living outside his city
and secmingly ignored by it, He has
nunerous adventures, encounters man-eat:
plants, finds & deserted war craft (how
inplausible can you pgeta.it only lacks
a power packl)s Accept the premise and
the doubt, then you'll have an escaplst
fantr ¥y which pulls no punchese -

______________________ Schiller, Benson and Murf want to go prospecting on
Iain Douglas Iapetus, but their spacecraft is xnpounded on Farth awaiting
Hale £5.50 repairs, However, Anita lassel offers aid in the form of &

matter transmitter with tine travel capability..the trio
go through it, but to = different destination thanks to the inexplicable
actions of the baddie. They encounter interplanetary war and the reason for
Saturn's rings. The spelling is erratic (‘oscillascope, existant, guage,
adanently, fusilage) bui amss into the yarn, the action and storyline 'hooks'!

keep you enthralicd to tu. _ude
THE_MOON I35 THE KBEY

= s e e e e Jorl.d reace is a reality thanks to the re\"Olutionary
Richard Lindsay matriarchies which rule the four great powers with iron
Hale £5,50 hands, But Man Liberation (Hlalib) is stirring and Roger

. Hanson, sone of Britain's Governess is appointed to seeck
ogt 1t§ leaders. Hanson alse wants to trace his missing friend Blanchard and
his twin tasks rake him a2 ¥ *sr-target, and lead to adventures in a Gane

Parg and an the noon..where the final solution liess Stock scenes and plenty
of inplausibilites, but if you like eon-going adventure and some new twists on

the 'overthrow the bad ruler' theme, then you will find this much botter than
the average.

e e e N ESEEEE Chapter 1. shows you how to build a standard
R,A.Penfold hreadboard! on which to carry out all the
Newnes Technical Baooks £2,80 succeeding tests and experinents with a

mipimum of fuss. Then follows an exhaustive
breakdown of components, their function, symbols coding and nmodes of operatw
iones 8ll in plain everyday language following Rousseau's dictum of going
from the known to the unknowne DMoreover, it isn't just talk; each itea can
also be set up on the breadboard and made to operate so that explanation and
denionstration go hand-in-hand. This procedure of read=~and-do is followed in
succeeding chapters on senmi conductors and their use in a variety of e¢ircuits
fron simple to complex. Simple transistor bias modes to multivibrators and
Schmitt triggers. Comprehensively illustrated by diagranm and photograph;
everything you need to start working with electronics is heres. A ninor
quibble is the explanation of the resistor codea. Values given are perfectly
correctesbut I have always found it easier to let the third band indicate the
nunber of zeroes, rather than the decimal nultiplier..then you only have to
Teorn one number sequence, Quibblink aside I wish I'd had a copy of this in
the days when T was struggling with the Admiralty Handboolk and Scroggles
'‘Toundations Of Wireless'! (still available from Newnes)e Excellent value and
they also have a wide range of other technical and hobby bookse.
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uovi 70 _BUTLD_YOUE. QUM SO IE QSCTLLOSCOPE

. . s o Sone 35 years ago, L built
»iwFayer BETnarONCRESEERIRE O ny own oscilloscope using a 6" VCR
97 (ex~radar) tube and a 3=valvesPuckle tine bases That involved nuch cut-
and=-try work, plus adaptation of circuits fron a variety of books, This slin
volune would have been invaluable then, although Bernards Manual Noe 61 was
o preat helpe The current voluune exhaustively details the construction of

a 2,4 hard-tube, single=becan 'scope, tonplete with x and ¥ anplifiers and a
15 ¥Fw to 20kEz tinebasec, Starting with the nechanical consiruction of case
and chassis, the desipgn is bullt up in stages so that at no #ime are you
faced with an overwhelning circuit diagran.. Trace fly-back suppression is
ineluded, alkdo provision for external tinebase, bean modulation and external
timmabase trigper, One great advantage over ny VCR97, this solid~steks (apart
fron tube) only needs 700v on the final anode rather than the 24Kv of ny
riodel. All details and possible snags are covered in everyday la nguage and
since I still have an old 2. tube hiding in the garage,.l'n terpted to get
Jown to it nyself..the book nakes it so easy. (Bet ny tube has pone 'soft!
by now)e Anyway..tiils is the book if you want your own osillloscope
?EE&%%%Q’:QLQA}% After World War 4, the Master Race fled to the stars %o
HAI& £5ec5 found @ Feudal-style Overlordship of bioc-thythmic adeptsy
Roger Perry the Frats; over them a wmaster computer called HNece 'orker
Dayl, wide-boy and spiv, becomes involved with an undercover freedom movewent
and a young Frat girl. A conputer-spiking fr%ls, but society gets its
reform in a surprisingly peaceful manner, The double=diary style is a bit
irritating, but there is enough action and variety in the novel to overcome
this, Dayl in an interesting charscter and the vackground detail well
constructed..with the menacing cybed adding just the right amount of threat,
GEUESIS p ! . ]

= inother Overlordship, this tite by a totalitarian state rade
¥.A.Harbinson from the ruins of the Third Reich, by ilson, a 107 ycar old
Corgi 21.75 anoral geniuse Set in the very near future, the story is a
near-fact account of two investigaters, Stanford and Eovstein as they unravel
the thread of UFO sightings which ls ads then to a wejelirdis hi -~ of robotic=
workers. The author has skilfully built his story arcund unsclved UFQ
reports (too nany in nany opinion..they slow the narrative) and skilfully
creates the brooéing and invinecible nenace threatening our VWorld.

THE WOUNDED_LAND

suZ-—ZooZozodonZ Devotees of the Illearth War trilogy will be delighted to-
Stephen Donaldson find the Chronicles #=*ended. After a lapse of ten years,
Fontana 01,75 Cavenant again returns to the Land, accompanied by Linden

Avery, a young female doctor who adjusts
guicker than Covenant. Three thousand
years have passed for the ten on Earth, and
Lord Foul now threatens fthe people with
drought and pestilences, The old beliefs
have gone, Covenant is met as a villain

by tribes which must use their own blood

to provide water. For newcomers, the scene
is set by a synopsis of the Illearth
trilogy, so dive right in and enjoy whaj
has been hailed as 'better than Tolkien'.
Despite the rather down-beat style and
Covenant's introspection ahd self=-torment,
I thoroughly agree with that viewpoint.
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SSmEmTansas The Alta-Tyberians have suffered radiation damage and are a
Jonathan Fast doomed rece unless the Mutagen bio~labs can help thems Tissue
Granada 95p sonples are ‘wrought and it is FMick Harmon's job to host the

courier, Hali, while work is carried out. Then someone starts
killing off the shape~chariing 'Lifestylers'; Hali is charged with the murders
and Harmon tries to prove her innocence, An excellent future "tWho-dun-it 2"
with credible characters, good backgrounds and explicit sex.

HE T 13 Jelt BH]T S -
EEEEEEEE§~Q~=§QL—E;§L First part of a fantasy trilogy based on Celtic
Peter Tremayne mythology. Frank Iryden, passenger on a nuclear

lathuen TMagnum! ©1.,40 sub which passes intc the far future where Britain
s & land of ruins,mutant animals, witches and other
perils. Isolated by a disaster, Dryden links up with a warrior band {(and
learna the language in four days) then becomes involved in their feuds and
btrttles. The basic transfer sltuation lacks credibility (as does Dryden), but
if you go for doughty warlords, nubile maidens and snezky baddios then this
combination of stra%pght SF with sword and sorcery may well be to your taste.

s=omomDemEss Tarth is ‘offelinits? to the star culture, but
Janet Morris Marada, second son of the powerful Kerriop
Fontana 51.50 dynasty ventures there and loses his
elder brother and his betrothed.
Returning with a barharian Barth-girl as his ward,
e faces parental censure, the ennity of his dead
loved one's fanily and the power schening of his
kalf brother. Marada is trapped into an unwanted
narriage, but his ward knovs barharian magic and =
pawer struggle bepins. Colourful, wide-ranging
and with satisfyingly complex characters, this
first part of 'The Kerrion Consortium' trilogy is
a welcone change from the average space-opera

K ‘ ™

1 . 5 _ H - "' !
Qgggézﬁaggﬁég A scries of loosely-~linked essays Rl wrd B =:5ﬁﬂ :
Carl Sagan linking man,{(and wonmen), science Jeeves e

Coronet £1.50 and the Universe. Topics es variac!

as Albert EBinstein, Velikovsky's
theorics, sclence fiction, moons and planets are covered, as are robats,
extra terrestrial intelligence and a neat debunking of many crackpot ideas.
Not only a2 scientis*, but an excellent populariser, the author hes produced
an intriguiB€s, thought~provoking assortment which has enough variety to
1%*+ e alnost every taste (bar possibly Velikovskieists)e Excellent reading
and an inexhaustible plot source for all you writers who read this. There
is also an index and a sct of appendices, so if you like having your brain
stinulated with new ideas,.or new looks at old ideas..don't mis this title.

e T e Opening With a Heinlein-style tFature History' Chart
Larry Hiven - into which. Niven has fitted his stories, then a brief
Orbit £%¢35 Intre-duction before you plunge intp a 13 item feast of

space exploration, future crime and its punishnent s robot
waiters, and anarchy park where anything goes, pirates, black holes and even
an ancounter between a car and a rocae All hard-core, every tale tautly
plotted, each iten and excellent 'read! without & stinker in the lot.
Niven is normally good...this time he scintillatesd

ERGTAPE Noat Interestcd ? Then read the details elsewhere in this issue
and send in your order,
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P WA A ======2 Being a complete sceptic where astrology is
pantam 24,95 concerned, I'I11l limit myself to a factual account of what

you get for your money, First off, a whacking great 600+,
A5-sized pages plus 2 gocdly show of charts and diagrams. The work is in
eight sectionc sgncluding chapFerS explaining astrology, Zodiacal signs, the
plenets, the Horoscope<(what_1t is and how to interpret it), readings for
gseveral celebrities, links wit! religion, and the effects of stars. There
is an appendix of answers to the various exercises set in the text, a very
good bibliography and an exccellent index., Personally, I doubt such statements
as, ""the atom was made in the image of the universe™ or the validity of a
tscience! which failed to predict the discovery of many of the planets it
has now integrated into its body. MNevertheless, if youwant to learn about
gstrology, here is a highly readable introduction. For the more adept,
(Roberta Gray?) it should prove an aduirable reference handbooke

meosmnz=sco=3zssz: Ldited by, Charles Waugh,Martin Greenberg & J.D.OLlander,

Hales. 6495 Take & rixture af writers such as Conan Doyle, Grahan
Greene, .gatha Christie, Doucher, Chesterton, Rohuer etc. Stir well,thin
select 26 tales of nystery and fantasy. Group inte clesses such as 'Aliens™"
Spectral Creatures',"Strange Phenonena',""Extracrdinary Detectives" and so
one The result is a titillating aixture of voodoo, possession, man-eating
plants,ghosts, locked~roon nysteries, nonsters and stirange hay enings with
not a drop of sword and sorcery in the lot. One or twg nay be a bit bland
to hardencd SF fans, but each is entertaining anl wellewritten, You alsc
get a couple of excellent tnakee~you-=think?® Introductions by Asinov and
Waugh.,the lot crammed into 500+ pages, One of the best anthology bargains
to corie along in nany a year and an ideal train or bedside companion,

THE ALIEN CONTRACT

Sommmm=ms=s====—=== 1n Dritain of the future, the totalitarian Governnent
Terry Greenhough has established a band of Killers who can be hired for
Hale £5.75 murdexr. This time, one is osdnteacted to slay a three-

stage alien which goes through a male,femzle,neuter
cycle. The task is complicated by recurring gaps in the Killer's menory,
plus the activities of two subversive grouj&. Lightweight, but nevertheless
gripping as the Killer's character takes form and he moves in on his target,
The ending however, has some oversimplified incidents which tewnd to detract
from the powerful plot siructure, With a little more care and length, this
could have been high on fiward lists. I'd rate it good, but a near-miés.

e The beetle-like Lorsii have eqguipped and are aiding Cultist
Roger Lovin Tbrihim Zlotny to soften up Earth for their invasion,
Hale £5.75 Psychologist Jon Paterson is considered mad when he picks
up telepathic signals from the Lorsii. 4s the Cultists
take over, Paterson joins forces with Bible=thumper Josiah Crick and his
daughter to overthrow Zletny (wha Arops out of the story) and the aliens.
When Paterson is captured, all astug lost,..but Crick's beliefs talke 2
hand. Religion is seldom woven into the fabric of SF yarns., Here it is
handled deftly, with power and artistry in a yarn which gathers strength
as it progresses. e.and therels the added bonus of illustrations by Polly
and Kelly Freas.
HéﬁIEP.EX_EEE_EéiEQE t= Q12 ST magazines, Ilying, Popular Science, etc.,
also more recent ST art beooks, Film books, Model Making books. If you
Lave anything along these linese..contact me and we'll try and arronge a

trade deale ooyrr sALE, ,.make your bid (starting at 50p) for the original
ef this issuek cover, Highest bid by March '80 gets it..send no cashe



2g§2§r§£§%:ﬂ§-ZIU§ John Foudg is born with the ability -, travel through

Poul Anderson tine., We follow his stiry through childhood and on to
Halel .Soei5 adulthcod when he visits Jerusalem and finds a society
of others like himself, Havi: jeins them, but opts out when he finds
how they act when hijacking loot from sacked cities. The leadexr of the
group plans revenge which maekes life hard for Havig and his chosens.but
they hit back, and finally enjoy the remote future. This one is slow %o
pet under way and one never really identifies with Havig because of the
narration being pert Havig and part Anderson,his chronicler, As for the
paradoxes of time travel..they get glossed over.

THE_MIGHTY MICRO A brief history of computers leads into thelr currcat
Christopher Evans uses and gimnicks (watches, TV gaties etc)s Then a
Caronet £1,50 look at chinnges they are making in politics? speiety,

: erime, low, medicine, education and other fields.
There are Fascinating forecasts of longevity, robotics, space exploration
and Ultra Intelligent Machines (Apropos of a recent ERG, the author cltes
a TVesized box as eurrently holding the same switching content as the
huran brain) This is NOT o technical menual, but a gripring, level-headed
look at the inmpact computers will make in our lives. Based on the TV
series, this in not only a nust bock for.SFers, but an inexhaustible fund

of plet ideas for the writer. Don't miss it..it may open your eyes!

JACK VANCE is supreme at depicting alien societies. His villains possess
rede.’ - 1g qualities, whilst his heroces and never
decisive superbeings, but fallible, softw-speaking

characters., Here, at £1,10 each, are two new i&_ T

Vance yarns which exhibit these qualities Yo the -:ufg__ e
full. Coronet publishes 'em., L T8 /

T * o 7 [
4E3T: ALASTOR 1716 ;.. 4iff wins a contest and E j$_474 :
visits Arrabus on the planet Wyst, where he falle sdgzas

authorities lead him deeper into trouble and he
is forced to flee into the wildlands and a harsh

e B A

into a strange plot. His efforts to alert the el e e, s’
..@

1ife before he comes out on top /%g
DA} RTO

BEEIRI Ghyl Tarvek, «» of an easy-going wood ;
carver is reared in a stultified scociety. He Jeeves

falls foul of authority, escapes then returns to
his old home to reveal a diabolical, planet wide
plot. Good reading, but several inconsistencies. If you c¢an only afford
one, plump for WYST. In either case, you get the richly-depicted society.

A_WORLD OF DIFFERENCE The six-story collection opens with 'Firebird' a
Zdmund Caoper poetically beautiful fantasy of a young lad following
Hale £5.75 the bird to a strange land and even stranger desting

tJahweh! is a brief, but new version of the Adam & Bve legend.

In *The Diminishing Dragon' a schoolboy meets a dragon which loses mass when
it coughs, A neat blend of humour and fantasy. The meod changes for 'Snow
Crystals' and introspective tale of peace,.and a greater power. With 'Second
Chance' we meet a twist on the Judgement Day theme and finally, 'I Am A Ghost!
tells a light=hearted %tale of a spectre coming to terms with the 20th Century.

This is a different Fooper from the purveyor of action, sex and violence.
Lach tale is & little gem with characters, scenes and plot neatly depicted
iin prose as good as Bradbury's (but without the latter's cloying cuteness).
Despite the authorts limited definition of SF..thesc are nearer to fantasy,
and none the worse for that. Indubitably, Cooper at his best.
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MISSIONR T0_TH qEAR2—§*ﬁB§ Tarth has long been under observation by the

Hegemony and has been given a 50,000 year probation period
for membershipe Dr. Langer, Jack Loftus and Jerry Stevens
v = are sent on a mission to confront the Hegemony and shorten
the pMebaifon by threatening an alliance with the sun-dwelling ‘Angels'e
Thedr trip includes a variety of alien stop-over points, none of which do
much to advance the plot. The story reads like a thirties yarn, complete
with rdni-science egsaysBe
Y U
GALACTIC OLUSTER g5y stories, opening with 'Common Time' sbout a FTL flight
James Blish which slows time and encounters strange beings. "Work Of Art!
Granada £1,25 deals with re-creating a dead composer, Underground cities
and germ warfare figure in 'To Pay The Piper', while in 'Nor
Iron Bars', a negative mass drive leads to atomic nuclel, 'Beep' has news
from the future in Dirac transmission side-bands, then finally, 'Beanstallk
has gene-nanipulated gilants striving to nake their way in an unsyapathetic
societye All excellent reading, every one 2 top hotch yarn. 4 nuch better
buy than 'Mission To The Heart Stars'

T:%_STARCROSSED

LL2.BI80CR293C DV Mogul,Bernard Finger borrows money to finance a 3-D TV
Ben Bova spectacular space version of Rowmeo & Juliet (which sounds
Magnum £71.25 suspiciously like a recent TV flop} but uses the cash to

bet an a football team aiming to lose on the film, but make
a killing on the gambling. The other characters involved in the production
of the show are progressively ripped off, démeaned or subverted in the
cheapie production. One character resembles Harlan Ellison, there are many
in-group jokes and nedia-bashing in whet I suspect is a catharsis for Bova's
and Fllison's recent lawsuit victory over a TV treatment, Not great SI', but
a load of fun,

SE=SEESERmERES A re-~issue (1977). PBarth is a vast graveyard and Carson
Clifford D, Simak arrives there to create a multi-media composition with
Magnum £1.25 the aid of robet, Elmer and 'Dronco’ a compositor robot.

Carson is chased by a robot wolf-pack, killer machines, ghosts
and a strange census triar, IHe also shifts in time and experiences the
usual Simek, 'back to nature! and bevy of Jeds, Lukes and “ther honmely
namese. The ususl wandering 'quest' theme, 2 pleasing light story, without
achieving anything great,.apart from several loose ends.

ENING

THE AWAKE

==§=-==§====== Story of the film, complete with 8 'stills} Matthew
Ronald Chetwynd~-Hynes Corbeck discovers the tomb of evil, Egyptian Queen
Magnum £1.25 . Kara while at the same time, his wife gives birth

te 2 stillborn child in strange circumstances..and the child revivesl

Tvents lead forward to the daughter's 18th birthday, the uprising of a Kara
cult and & retura of the Queen herself via the young girl. A few unexpected
deaths, but I think Karloff did it better in !The Mumwmey! Menace should
brood, not pop out every so often,

LADYE. QF TUE_HAVEE Lady Anastasia (stacy), friend of wolves in a land where
Grahan Diamond they can speak, sets out to find the lost city of Satra
Magnua £1.50 hoping to re-establish the trade and commerce which can

help her people survive. Wide ranging enough for all
lost-land devotees and lo¥:rs of lusty heroes, barbarian maids and strange
creatures. Packed with action with Stacy a dead certainty for some future
Masgquerade costume at a Cemvention....but 'Princess of The Empire' sounds
very much like cashing in on 'youpknow-who/what!



